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SECONDMEETINGOFTHEMIDDLE EASTANDNORTHAFRICAREGIONALCHAPTER

OFTHE PARLIAMENTARYNETWORK ON THENORLDBANK & IMF

Followingthe successful launch of the Middle East and North
Africa Regional Chapter of the Parliamentary Netwanklc2
Decemigr 2016 in Tunigts second Meeting took place on 7

8 November 2017 in Rabat, Morocco, at the invitation of the
Moroccan House of Councillors and its President, H.E
Abdelhakim Benchamach. This event reconvened the
members of the regional chapter, as welds new
parliamentarians from MENA countries, in order to report on
the progress made, discuss the new challenges facing th
region, and come up with an action plan for the next year
which the participants would be able to bring to their home
parliaments.

dThe PN Chapter gives parliamentarians the
opportunity for a dialogue with donors. |
invite you all to have discussions with World
Bank and IMF experts in your countriés.

Hon. Olfa Soukri Cherif, MP Tunisia,
President of the MENA Chapter, Vice
Prestlent of the Parliamentary Network on
the World Bank & IMF

¢KS GKNBS YIAy G2LAOa 27
Meeting, chosen in order to reflect the main common
challenges facing countries throughout the region, were:
economic reforms and governance; mitjoa; and education.

This Meeting was the occasion to launch a PN Nationa
Chapter in Morocco,chaired by Hon. Neila Tazi, Vice
President of the House of Councillors at the Moroccan
Parliament.One of the primary foci of this Chapter will be
youth job cration - one of the main topics for Moroccan
policymakers, as its young population facekigh
unemployment,and is losing trust in state institutions to
provide themwith opportunities

Date 7-8 November 2017

Location House of Councillors, Rabat,

Morocm

SpeakersH.E Abdelhakim Benchamach,

President of the House of Councillor
Morocco

Marie-Francgoise Marie Nelly, Country
Director for Maghreb and Malta, Worlc
Bank Group

Jihad Azour, Director of the Middle Eas
and Central Asia Department, IMF

Hon. Olfa Soukri Cherif, MP Tunisia,
President of the MENA Chapter

Hon.lgbal AIMadhy, MP Iraq

Nayé A. Bathily, Head, Parliamentar
Engagement, Wadll Bank Group

Fadila Caillaud, Program Leader
Human Development Global Practic
World Bank Group

Hon.May ElBatran, MP Egypt

Jason Gagnon, Economist, Migration
and Skills Unit, OECD

Gergana lvanova, Coordinator,
Parliamentary Network

El Habib Nadir, Secretary General of
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Residents Overseas aMigration

Christoph Rosenberg, Assistant
Director, Communications Departmen
IMF
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Bank Group

Hon. Neila Tazi, VicePresident, House
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The second Meeting of the Middieast andNorth Africa
Regional Chapter of the Parliamentary Network on 1
World Bank & IMF was opened by a welcome addt
from H.E. Abdelhakim Benchamach, President of the
House of Councillors of Moroccwho stressed that the
goals and aspirations of citizenseachanging especially

GThe gap between aspations and reality
creates deep frustrations. Our collective
action should create the conditions for
improvement based on trust between
population and state in order to draw up a
new social contract

younger citizens, who grew up in the digital a(
Institutions need to convince the people that they a
ready to act on their behalf, and create a positi
dynamic which will bring about theenewal ofthe social
contract. He expresed his confidence that the MEN/
Chapter presents all parliamentarians an opportunity
share experiences and best practices from th
countries, and to deepen the exchanges in the regior
order to implement effective reforms.

Marie-Francoise Marie Nelly,
Country Director for Eghreb
and Malta, World Bank Group

Marie-Francoise Marie Nelly underlined the role parliamentarians have to play in achieving the Sustair
development goals, especially in the MENA region, which is the youngest region in the Merldelly called foa
focus on increased accountability and fight against corruption, and reiterated the importance of education to
a base for a new society and social peace. She also accentuated challenges related to migration in the regic
some people seek fage from conflict, while others look for a better future. She applauded Jordan and Lebant
their humanitarian efforts in settling the refugees, and called all participants gathered in the hemicycle to
togetherto bring forward best practices amtovide inspiration foa more transparent and inclusive society.

Jhad Azour F FFANYXYSR GKIFG GKS StSySydta 2y G2L) 2F GKS aS$S
and youth employment. He pointed out that, despite considerable improventéeteconomic growth in the MEN.
region is still not strong enough to resolve structural problems related to changing demagsapk the drop in oil
prices, and stressed the urgent need to reform the labour marker to accommodate 25 million young peophélin
enter the workforce in the next 5 years.

OWe share the same ambition: to create a
solid basis for exchange of knowledge and
experiences between parliamentarians of
the region and the international financial
institutions regarding solutions to tke
challenges of development, and identify
priority reforms in the areas of education
and migration in the service of
developmenté

¢ H.E. Abdelhakim Benchamach, President of
the House of Councillors, Morocco
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OBJECTIVES AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE MENA CHAPTER

During the presentation of the objectives of the MENA Chaptee, moderatorNayé A. Bathily, Head of Global
Parliamentary Engagement, World Bank Gramphasized that thtMENA Chaptewas created aan action-oriented
platform for knowledge and exprencesharing The speakers called for the elaboration of a common regional action
plan, as well as of a separate action plan for each country, wiiehd complement the regional plany taking into
account specific needs and challenges of each courtitysoMENA regionThe leaders of Parliamentary Network local
chaptersreported back about their activities arekpressed their commitment to expanding the MEd&hapter.

Hon. Olfa Soukri Cherif presented the Parliamentary Network on the World Bank & IMREh® participants, and
underlined the main objective of the MENA Chapter, which is bringing together legislators from across the region t
reflect on commonobjectivesof good governance and poverty alleviation. She callednfore collectiveregional
projects, citing theMENANB 3 A 2y Q& O2Y Y2y KitsdhareddllenggsR Odzf G dzZNB | y R

Hon.Igbal AIMadhy, Rapporteur of the Foreign Relations Committee at the Iraqi Parliarapake about the creation
of the Iragi National Chapter of the Parliamentary Netwin September 201® ¢ KA & c@rint pridiia8 NXobus is
on tax policy Dr. AIMadhy, who chairs the Chaptaryited the parliamentarians to hold a meeting next year in the
Iraqi Parliament

Hon.Neila Tazi, VicePresident of the House of Councillpasnounced the creation of the Moroccan National chapter
of the Parliamentary NetworkAs its Chair, she declared that this chapaélt be primarily focused on youth job
creation

Hon. May EBatranYy aSY0oSNJ 2F (KS 9328LJiAl Yy nomidlbevdlopghdest (pBEn, andzi f
SYLKIFaAl SR GKS NRtS (G4KS 22NIR .lyl YR LaC INB® LJXI &
reinforcing the parliamentary engagement, amyited the MENA Regional chapter to hold its next meeting in the
Egyptian parliament.
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REGIONAL ECONOMIC REFORM PRIORITIES

aez SYREYOS NEIA2YET  FNI g 500 Azour underlined in the opening sessiol
should ensure fiscal sustainability while

allowing for higher investment and social the five main goals the MENA region needs
spending, reform labor markets and educational achieve ae: (1) Stability, (2) Inclusivity, (
systems, improe governance, and promote the Integration, (4) Technology, and (5) Worki
dza S 2F 0SOKyzt23é | YR I (together to solve migratiomelated issues. He
stressedthat all economic policies should focus «
these priorities, improving both economic ar
social conditions and botiag trust between state
and society to ensure equal chances of success
everyone. Small and medium enterprises are |
ones who should receive improved grants a
subsidies and enjoy facilitated access to financ
for private sector, in oder to creae morejobs.

Jihad Azour, Director of
the Middle East and
Central Asia Department,
IMF

Christoph Rosenberg, Assistant Director at the Communications Department, IBtRphasized that the
IMF is very strongly implicated in the MENA region, citing the regellicationof the Regional Economic
Outlook for MENAThe IMF not onlyrovides loans, but helps catalyze funds from other donors, anc
providesexpertpolicy advice and technical assistance in financial managemmntetary and tax policy,
statistics, andelated areas

In the context of low oil prices and regional conBlicgrowth in the MENA region remains subdued.
While in some countries of the regidine growth rate is good (4%Xxurrent demographic situation
requiresa minimum of6-7%growth rate to provide enough jobdnclusive growth one thatreaches
youth, women,SMEs and middle classs crucial to achieve prosperity.

Mr. Rosenbergdentified four main economic priorities for the MENA region:

x  Fiscal policy

x  Financial inclusion

x  Fight against corruption

x  Resilience and ability to deal with immediate crises.

Mr. Rosenberg underlined that legislators can play a key role in creating more transparency a
boosting investor confidence. The traditional social model based on the public sector providing a la

share of jobs has become unsustainable; it is now up to twdigments and the governmentsf the
regionto cooperate in order to create a favorable business clinaatd generate employment.
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Five RAf SYYI &a¢ ff a9b! O 2 dzy (I Rdhabdi Seligndd®, Pradticd AMadager, |
Governance Global PraaicWorld Bank Group

+

SubsidiesThe subsidies are recognized as a very expensive and inefficient policy. Neverthel
while mostly benefitting the rich, subsidies are the only way of survival for a vast part of tt
populations, and they cannot be simplgmoved without introducing a viable alternativeMr.
Seligmann proposed a system of targeted transfers to vulnerable layers of the population a:
solution to this problem; however, this initiative is likely to be strongly opposed to by the mai
beneficiares of subsidies who amten rich and influential.

Public serviceClientelism in public service is a serious problem in the region, as it prevents t
population (and the civil servants themselves) to cultivate a culture of performance and deliv
efficient services to the citizens.

Public enterprisesDirect interventions of governments in the management of such enterprise
cause a lack of responsibility on the part of its directors and senior managers. This type
relationship with the state is unhdthy, but the political nature of the problem makes it difficult to
change.

Culture of secret The openness and transparency that come with the integration of nev
technologies contradict the traditional ways of governance in MENA countries, which nees to
I R2dzaGSR YR [RFILWSR G2 G2RI&Qa ySSRa 2F (K
the lacking trust in state institutions.

Social and cultural fallout of conflictn countries tortured by conflicts such as Syria, Libya, an
Yemen, peopldary to affirm their identity by looking at differences instead of common factors
between different groups, which creates tensions and leads to more conflicts. It is important
reinforce the culture of respect and multicultural tolerance to avoid graeesequences for
generations to come.

al ff O2dzy GNAS&a Ay GKS a9t
their economy. Today, Iran has reduced youth
unemployment to 11%, managed to boost its
economic growth, and decreased its reliance on

LaCQa HamMT wS3IA2VI petroleum from 70 to 30%. However, it is still

for

Middle East, North Africa, confronted with the problem of unemployment

Afghanistan, Pakistan, Caucasus, anc FY2y3 3N} RdzZr §Sax FyR €SI N
Central Asia availabléere best practices while providing quality education and

“'3‘5?
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L
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healthcare for all is crucial for the progress to
O2yGAydzS RSaLMAGS GKS ¥t dz0
- Hon. Gholamreza Tajgdwon, Chair of the Budget

and Planning Committee, Parliament of Iran
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During the rest of the session participants explored how the main priorities and dilemmas identified by
speakers are apigable to their own countriespotably comparing different pproaches andvays in which
their governmentsaddresghe question of subsidies.

x  In Tunisia, the government has been trying to reduce petrol and bread subsidies
since 2010; however, it is impossible due to the rise of real prices and a heavy
psychologicheffect of having to pay several times more for basic staples.

x  Algeria envisions implementing a new system of targeting subsidies to certain
groups of beneficiaries, but needs better communication with citizeriadmease
awareness of the ways in whicubsidies affect development, and why the old
system needs to change.

x  Morocco, in its turn,has almost entirely eliminated fuel subsidieBy gradually
reducing them.

Olfa Soukri Cherif 02 y Of dZRSR (KS &S&daAizy oé dzY' Y RdyirflicatimgJthat K

e a
GKS az2fdziaAzya TFT2N GKS NBIA2yQa SO2y2YAO OKIff¢
support and assistance to countries in transition
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MANAGING MIGRATORY FLOWS IN THE MENA REGION

Since 1960syorld migration has increased by 60%, aadig part of migraing populations are refugees. However, t
number is very small compared to the increase in the world population. The trends in this area are very diver.
1990s, the percentage of migrants borndeveloping countries going to developed countries has increased. Ar
situation isimmigration caused by conflict, such as in Jordan and Lebanon, where refugees constitute around 3C
population today.During this session, participants were preta with the new data on the migration trends in th
MENA region byJason Gagnon, Economist, OECD Development Centravho provided them with polic
recommendations on how to integrate migration inK S A NJ Od2wdypinetik Srdte@ies, adopt relevanecoral
policies, and strengthen international cooperation on migration in orderettance the development impact

migration

Gt dzoft A0 LRt AOASA
migration, but rather give people the option to
migrate by choice, and noby force. This implies
generating more opportunities and strengthening

LJdzo f AO LRtAOASE Ay 2NRIAA

Jason Gagnon, Economist,
OECD Development Centre <4

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

origin countries

Y ¥YYYYYY

destination countries

a4 K2 dzf F

¢ KS | Ecbrbnfic developmenand increasein
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into decrease ifS YA 3 NJ ( A 2 Mdre inkdine 1
means higher migration rate.

If we increase trade and development aid in one
country, emigration will increase up to a certain
point andthen stop. The factors influencing it include
country and language characteristics, presencerof ¢
existing network(diasporg, etc.

All public policies influence the decision to migrate
agriculture, labour, social protection, education,
pension policyetc. There is a direct link betwedine
level of public policies anthe desire toleave the
country. Higher public social expenditures reduce the
rate of emigration.

Migration contributes to the development of
countries of origin (notably through remittaes) and
destination (helping reduce skill mismatches anc
expanding domestic marketHowever, policymakers
still lack a coherent agenda their respective policy
areas to realize the development potential of
migration.

Expand thderritorial coverage and awareness of government employment agencies

Adjust vocational training programmes to reflect demand in labour market and better match demand with s
Include, enforce and increase the conditionality of agricultural aid progresamd in caskransfer programmes
Strengthen compliance with labour regulations tosare decent working conditions

Improve ceordination mechanisms among national, local authorities and-state actors

Invest in human capital; help reduce remittance tspgund diaspora projects; develop return programmes

Support education and invest in social protection and health services to foster the integration of immigr:
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El Habib Nadir, Secretary General of the Matiy in charge of the Moroccan Resident
Overseas and the Migration Affairs, underlined that migration suffers from un
stereotypes: in reality, three per cent of the world population who are migra
O2y UNROGdzGS G2 UGSy LISN Bty Remitdnces (a3 a ves

important role in the budgets of many countries, often exceedfficial development
aid. He stressed that Morocco has now become a destination country due to
attractive public policies, such as vast school integratimgammes.

Characteristics of migration in the MENA region:

x Its complexity due to existence of various dangerous migration routes, such a:
Sahara and the Mediterranean.

x Lackof02 KSNBYy OS 0 S i ¢ Sniysationi folBiesORegipyial dodpEraiied
is required urgently.

oStudents leave school and find themselves unemployed, especially workée need to
promote professional education and training instead of giving out general university diplorhas.

¢ Hon. Abdelkader Chenini, Algeria
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THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENT
TO ENHANCE EDUCATION IN THE MENA REGION

The WDR 2018presented at the session bkadila

Caillaud, t N2 AN Y [ SIFRSNJ G G

Human Development Global Pre.lctidxeihe firstWorId CKS 22NIR 5808t2LSyd w!
I?eveJopment Repordjevotedventlrely to educatio. In (2 NBEFEAT S SRdzOl ( hetey Q& L
u2RIeé QaumargdddelBoment is essential to the

development of economy and societgnd education

has consequences in all areas of social life.

The main message delivered in this Report is that going to sdoesl not mearthat children ardearning necessary
skills to become fulljledged members of society. Today, the world is facinkpaaning crisis, and lowincome
countries are the ones most affected by it. However, in all countries the education system does not deliver «
promises.

According tothe report, the level of human capital in every country can explain the economic diffeselnetween
them: the more a country is developed, the more it relies on human capital, while the poorest countriesostly
on natural capital.

How to invest? - The most efficient way to gain human capital is
to invest in crucial moments of life cyclach as early childhood
and adolescence.

How to overcome the learning crisis? - Evaluatdearningto make
it a serious goal. Act on evidence, to make schools work for
learners. Align actors, to make the system work for learning.

WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT

| 4

L EARNING

O REALIZE EDUCATION'S PROMISE

@ 'WORLD BANK GROUP

The underlying caus®f the learning crisiare twofold:

+ |Immediate causes: children arrive to school unprepared to learn; teachers often lack skills and motivations
efficient learning; resources assigned ¢mlucation often fail to reach the classroom; and poor managemel
undermines education quality.

+ Profound causes: education isa complex system with many beneficiaries extended to a vast geographi
space. The variety of actors and different interests iogtéd in this process causgcoherencein the system, and
result ina status quo favoring low learning, low responsibility, and a high level of inequality.

Y .
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http://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/wdr2018
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capital, as it yields an incredibly high return in terms of overall development.
Moreover, parliamentarians need taonsiderthat in 20-30 years the world will
change, and the most important qualities in it will be nerognitive: critical
skills, analysis skills3 I Y& 2NJ] = | yR OF LI OAGe G2 [t S

Fadila CaillaudRrogram Leader, Human
Development Global Practice, World Bank Gr¥

In the MENA region, investment in education is substantial in most countdiesever, the development of
quality learning is @én stalled due to bureaucracy. Parliamentarians need to assert their oversight role
demand results in this aredds. Caillaud suggested putting in place a new evaluation sysiemeasure these
results with the help of indicators allowing to evaluagal progress in learning.

During the discussion, parliamentarians discerned a number of main points in regard to education
in the MENA region.
® The education systems are often archaic and do not prepare the children for life in the
modern world,;

® Inequalty increases aprivileged layers of populatioopt for private schools;
mD22R SRdzOFGA2y R2Sa y2G 3dzZ NIryiSS SYLIX 28YSyi:
labour market increases;

® Other policies such as defense and security often get priority before &#daca

2SS Olyy20 RStAGSNI 2y | y& 2dsthgnas 02y 2YA O LI
capital: we need to algn means, teaching and outcomek Tunisia, education

is in crisis, despite the fact that 280 per cent of state budget is allocated to it.

Tunisia isa laboratory to experiment with systems brought from abroad, but

they are not adapted to our needs and not aligned to local culture.

Programmes have changed, but teachers have not, and they are not being

retrained to fit the newreality.€

¢ Hon. Hedi BeBrahem, Tunisia
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THE MENA REGIONAL CHAPTER

Objectives

G¢KS a9b! tINIAFYSYGrNE bSGo2N)] / KF LG SNJI

action among regional parliamentarians and World Bank and IMF regional staff. The objec
of the platfom is to provide members with the space, network and resources to reflect a
&K NS SELSNASYyOSa 2y o6Said LINFOGAOSa T2NJ

issues. This creation of the MENA Parliamentary Network will strengthen the relationg
between regional parliaments and the WB and the IMF by facilitating a continuous excha
NBEIFNRAY3I GKSANI NBaLISOGAGS Sy3dlIASYSyida oA
- Declaration by the founding members of the Middle East and North Africa Chapter of th
Parliamentary Néwork on the World Bank & IMF

In the workingsessiorwith the members of the regional networkacilitated byGergana Ivanova, Coordinator of
the Parliamentary Network on the World Bank & IMF, participants explored the opportuniiexpand the
MENA Rgional Chapter, anchivolveit more in the decisiomnmaking process along with the governments and the
development partners.

The MENA Regional Chapter now consists of 12 countidgeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Iran, Jordan,
Lebanon, Malta, Marcco, Saudi Arabia, and Tunistde parliamentariansinanimously acknowledgetthe need

for it to become more actiooriented, developing a realistic work agenda both on regional and national levels.
Parliamentarians froormumerous countries expressed theedire to follow the example of Tunisia, Iraq, and
Morocco by launching national chapteeverakountries also/olunteeredto host the next annual meeting of the
Regional Chapter in their home parliaments, as well as sngdtberingsbetween the larganeetingsin the end of
each year.

Second edition
of the Middle-East and North Africa Chapter
of the Parliamentary Network on the World Bank & IMF

07 - 08 November 2017, Rabat
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The President of the MENA Chapter HOifa Soukri Cherif reminded the participants of the reasons behind the
creation of this Chapter in December 208he underlined the importance of bringing these initiativeskbto the
regions as they share common history and culture, as well as modern challenges such as unemployment
uncertainty, and conflict.

The eent concluded witha few words fromH.E. Abdelhakim Benchamach, in which he saluted the high level of
discusgins that took place during the two days of the meetings, and invited the MENA Chapter to continue working
2y ONRY3IAAYy3I Y2NB O2dzyiNASa Ay Ada FlLYAteZ |aadz2NRAy3
support of this initiative While the MENA region is still far from curbing uncertainty, security threats, and lack of
2L NI dzyAGASE F2N) e@2dziKX 3I2@SNYyYSyida NB | g NBdt® T 0
provide them with healthcarequality education, and confidece in their future.

The intense public policy debate that took place in Rabat helped the members of the Chapter to come up with a
common action plan based on the main points highlighted during the Meeting to bring to their home parliaments. All
participants of this event committed to find the solutions to these challenges, and forge partnerships to work on
better policies and improve development outcomes. Both World Bank and IMF representatives expressed their
readiness to support the members of garhent in their work to establish a new social contract based on trust,
openness, and shared prosperity.
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ACTION PLAN FOR PARLIAMENTARIANS

@ Establish the MENA Chapter as a platform for dialogue between parliamentarians &
the World Banlkand IMF teams;

@ Initiate informative meetings, seminars, and training courses at respectiv
parliaments;

@ Stay informed about the World Bank / IMF projects and policies, and be involved
the project cycle from early on;

@ Push respective governments for more transpaseit the projects that are being
negotiated;

@ Focus on the Sustainable Development Goals and how the World Bank/ IMF can t
put in place structures to achieve them;

@ Focus on subjects such as human capital, education, agriculture, reforms
administration subsidies, gender equality, and early childhood development;

@ Organize visits to local World Bank projects to witness the work on the ground;
@ Organize seminars on fiscal policy with IMF representatives in respective countries;

@ Organize thematic videoconfences within the Chapter with the help of local World
Bankand IMF offices;

@ Inform the citizens and change perceptions of the workh&f World Bankand IMF
worldwide.

The Parliamentary Network on the World Bank &
International Monetary Fund

ccX ! @SydzS RQLSYIl Tpwmmc
+33 (0)1 40 69 30 55skcretariat@parlnet.org
Check our website ahttp://www.parlnet.org
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